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race presenting itself in a palace dazzling with
light! Our pleasure increases in proportion as
we grasp the meaning of this complex spectacle.
What a source of joys, of pleasures, and of
thoughts lies in the lives of other people which
seem to be enacted for our diversion.

To enjoy the sweetness of the open air, we need
only think of the unpleasant consequences when
it is foul. To grasp intelligently the value of this
human intimacy which the perfection of means of
communication and of the printing-press bestows
upon modern society, think what it would have
meant to the great intellects of the past. Imagine
Dante, Montaigne, or Shakespeare living under
conditions making possible the ceaseless contact
of mankind through space, sharing the festivals
accessible to the humblest among us, and we shall
better understand the worth and the interest of
our surroundings.

V. A fairy is visiting man. In her kindness,
she offers him a remedy for isolation, lassitude of
mind, the vexations of life.

11 Whenever you feel unhappy and need for-
getfulness of your troubles; when, wounded by
life, you desire a supreme comforter; when, har-
assed by the dulness of your environment, you
aspire to the society of a superior being; when you